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ation she would* te 
Lth about the 1 incide: 

Atjgust 29. . 

She said she was married to. a 
doctor; lived in Moscow where 
she is a school teacher and has 
a son, Sasha,, 2% year's old. She 
said she never'had been in trou¬ 
ble with the police before. 

.Nina testified she paid £1 
/$2:80) for four feather hats and 
got., change from. £1. for a * red 
woolen hat ‘ ‘ * ..., 

The store detective, Miss Mar¬ 
garet Bolsen, testified earlier 
jthat Nina had not payed for the 
hats, which were produced .as 
evidence.’. " . . " ’ ’ ■ • - 



viet Woman Athlete 




^LONDON, :Oct. 12 (AP).—Nina 
j^onomareva, Soviet Olympic^if- 
cus champion,, was c.onvicted to¬ 
day of shoplifting five cheap 
hats from a* London department 
store but was given an absolute 
discharge on payment of 3 
guineas ($8.82) costs. The ath¬ 
lete denied stealing, the hats, 
testifying she' bought them. 

The verdict was, handed , down 
by Magistrate^ . Clyde . -Wilson 
^when* Nina made a surprise ap- 
nce'to answer the charges, 
.took.the stand for 55 min^ 
md ! flatly ’ denied stealing 
,ts. “I bought them,” shej 


tpeari 
Shi 
utes 
the 
:said; 

Nina’s arrest on ‘August 29 
angered the Soviet authorities so 
-much that they canceled the 
'Soviet-British track and field 
meet in which - she was to be 
^competitor. _ ' 

The Russians called -the' ar¬ 
rest a “dirty provocation.” ‘ 

] Nina* failed to show up in 
court on August 30 and Magis¬ 
trate Wilson issued a warrant 
|fdr*her arrest. The hefty discus 
thitwer disappeared, presum-' 
lablj into the Soviet Embassy 
'whijih has diplomatic immunity. 

giving his decision' the 
magistrate said: “I realize the 
fallibility of human nature .and 


/s.fllrf ifi t l \bL 

her hast*'at errand A. Modes 
displayed there constitute a con¬ 
siderable temptation to * a. num¬ 
ber ■ of 'women. I - .think ■ the in¬ 
terests of justice will be dis¬ 
charged ' if i ■ discharge her ab¬ 
solutely on payment of 3 guineas 
costs:” ■.* 

He. said he found the *. case 
against her proved. ■ ► . . 
■•'Defense Counsel Mervyn.Grif- 
fith-Jories indicated , Nina had 
been.in the Soviet Embassy ever 
since she failed to show in coJrtj 
August '30.. ,• I 

“She has. in (fact not beers a 
free .woman,” he said. i 

. Mr. Griffith-Jones. indicated 
Nina would be returning -to Rus¬ 
sia at the “earliest possible mo¬ 
ment;” She is expected to go 
back, either by plane or by the 
Soviet ship Molotov leaving Lon¬ 
don later today.- \ 

Niiiav is a favorite for the 1956 ; 
Olympic woman’s discus gold 
medal at Melbourne next month'. 
She won the event in the 1952 
Helsinki games under her maiden 
name .of Nina^prmschkovja. 

- The 27-year-old» athlete-, 
attractive figure in*a* fawn rain¬ 
coat, lipstick and a green bloule, 
said on the stand- she'had ho 
religious beliefs and made an 



• Court' Room Packed;' 
j The: court room was. packed 
!and there were hundreds standi 
ing-outside.when today’s hearing 
started.. Miss Beisen testified ;she 
began watching Nina when the 
Soviet athlete “looked all around. 
:her~looked furtively, around 
her.” She said she did not. see 
iNinagjay for the hats.. • 

Another prosecution; - witness 
]Mrs.’-fala Olive Hogg, a membe: 
'of 'thl'store’s' staff, £«id|^he saw 
iNiha* put a fed w6oleflfhlfc$pfl}er 
deft coat sleeve and then saw, fief. 
|pick up two. ; bags with the' Hats 
between them, holding theiri to 
her side while she walked’ away 
from the counter. 

•Nina * bent forward,, her face 
pale,.* as she listened attentively 
[to the testimony, through: an in* 
terpreter. - f Mn- "Griffiths-Jones, 
expressed .to -Magistrate Wilson 
Nina’s “very v sincere, apologies 
for ..'not. surrendering” in the 
first place: -V/'...... ; 

“She has not any understand¬ 
ing of our language.or procedure; 
was appalled, at the publicity in 
j which she became involved and 
'was most distressed about- the 
whole matter,” he said. . ■*, 

j “She lias now been advised and 
has accepted the advice given to. 
her” and has voluntarily and of 
her own accord surrendered to 
[the police and so she appears be¬ 
fore yoti this morning. I hope, in 
■these circumstances, you won’t 
;put'it against her that she failed 
to surrender.” 

Tvfi weeks ago the British 
government refused a Soviet re¬ 
quest that the case be dripped 
ifi suggested that . the mmous 
woman athlete be brought to 
court. . -•. __ 
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THE 10088 OF THE COURT WERE LOCKE! OHCE THE FORUM. CHARGE WAS HARE* 
SHE HAS ACCUSE! OF STEALING FINE RECENT 8AR6AIN RATS FROM A LOHRON 
1EFARTHENT STOtt tfRILE ON A SHOPPING TOVR LAST AUGUST VXTH HER ATHLETIC 
RUSSIAN FRIENRS* 

THER HAS NO ADVANCE ANNOUNCEMENT SHE NOIL! APPEAR IN COURT* ALERT 
0RTE8S FIRST NOTICE! THE CHWOCY 87«fEAR»0L! MOTHER SITTING IN A REAR 
... __ E RARLIOIOUGH STREET COURT* AfAITINC TO WEAR iEFORE 
SISTRATE am UILSON* 
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(MINA) 

L0NBOH**A CHARGE OF THEFT BAS PROVES TOBAY ACAIHST SOVIET BIS COS 
jTHROWI* HtHft POHOHAREVA, BUT SHE BAS BIS CHARGES OH PAYREHTOF TH 
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DD NINA* LONDON . \ 

A BRITISH COURT FOUND SOVIET DISCUS CHAMPION NINA PONOMAREVA GUILTY\ 
F STEALING FIVE HATS FROM A LONDON SHOP* BUT IT FREES HER WITH PAYMENT! 
IF LIGHT COURT COSTS TO PERMIT HER TO RETURN TO RUSSIA *AT THE EARLIEST 


OF LIGHT COURT COSTS TO PERMIT HER TO RETURN TO RUSSIA AT THE EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE MOMENT •" 

NINA PLEADED INNOCENT TO THE THEFT CHARGE* WHICH MOSCOW HAD SAID 
WAS A ^PROVOCATION 9 DESIGNED TO EMBARRASS AN EMINENT ATHLETE* 4 

HOWEVER* MAGISTRATE CLYDE WILSON* BEFORE WHOM SHE WAS TRIED IN JAM- 
PACK ED MARLBOROUGH STREET COURT* RULED THAT THE CHARGES OF SHOPLIFTING 
HAD BEEN PROVED AGAINST THE 2T-YEAR-OL0 MOSCOW SCHOOLTEACHER* 

BUT* APPARENTLY MINDFUL OF INTERNATIONAL REPERCUSSIONS* HE 
RELEASED HER UNCONDITIONALLY ON PAYMENT OF THREE GUINEAS (NINE DOLLARS) 
COURT COSTS* _ 

DEFENSE ATTORNEY MERVYN GRIFFITH-JONES SAID ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN 
BADE FOR NINA TO "RETURN TO RUSSIA AT THE EARLIEST 802MENT*' 

THE SOVIET SHIP MOLOTOV ALREADY HAD UP STEAM AT LONDON'S SURREY 
DOCKS IN PREPARATION FOR SAILING TONIGHT* \ 


DOCKS IN 


’ARATION FOR SAILING TONIGHT* 
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LONDON, Sept. 24,—“All friends in Britain urge you 
to come”— that message was sent, to the Bolshoi Theatre 
. ballet company in Moscow as it considered cancelling its 
'"Visit to Britain. . . fb'eajf sympathy for the Rfissian 

'( It was. sent by . the chairman and °* Owe'*-in the way the case 
(secfetary of the British Soviet ™ 

Friendship Society, John Platts- from tlie track and stage the Rus- 
Mills and Pat Sloan. It said that sians have -done the cause of inter¬ 
cancellation could only please those national understanding' tremendous 
whq desire to worsen British-Soviet strongest critics 

relations. , "We look to the Soviet Union 

The famed ballet company, due f or ? magnanimous . reappraisal of f 
to leave next Week foT Britain, had die whole position in the interest 
announced in a lettter to Izvestia of better .understanding between 
that itf had put off the trip because nations.” t p 

of campion discus thrower Nina Mikhail Chulaki,. director of the I (U 

Ponofcareva and the case ofthe [Bolshio Theatre baHet oamnanv- T 1 ID''' 
five nats. - said in Moscow that British gov- hj 

The Ponomareva incident ^s^- ernment action to withdraw' the) y[ 

cems the arrest of a Soviet woman ^shoplifting charges against Nina M 

discus thrower in London recently Ponomareva would provide the, ’ 

when five cheap hats, were al- guarantee” desired by the balWt NDeJLlD_l_45_ 

leged by a store to have been befoer it goes to London. ' I 

found in her slipping bag. But so long as the British Gov- f* 

The telegram from the British eminent.failed to make efforts to * ■■ M 

society read: settle that case, and so long as the NOT 1 P.F"'^OBDED 

“While understanding your 1 ^0-member company; felt their 170 SEP 27 1956 
anxiety Ponomareva incident we j Phonal safety m Britain was not 
are terribly disturbed by-today’s Izrail teed, ^ the visit planned for 
news proposed cancellation Brit- Uct. 3 was "impossible.” - . 

ish visit All friends in Britain V. T. Stepanov, chief of die 
urge you to come. Cancellation Soviet Ministry of Culture s foreign 
can only please those who de-- relations department, said that can- 
sire to worsen British Soviet re- celation of "the visit would be a 
l lations” &eat disappointment to the Boh 

SPCfctTSMEN S CALL i 

I.L statement last night D^^sum oPmmly 
tis, gfeneral secretary of the Britisfr wn anf i mArn i„" tr . 1 ! %£° r tfte 
Workcs’ Sports ^.sociation, saidU^ a mo ^ h of ' 

The^ode in Britain have ver> fo^gieparations,” he said. \ 
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(RUSSIAN) 

LONDON 0 *? SUSS IA ANGRILY BROKE OFF A PRE«OLYMPIC TRACK AND FIELD BEET\ 
WITH BRITAIN TODAY BECAUSE OF SHOPLIFTING CHARGES AGAINST ITS HAT-LOVI® 
STAR HONAN DISCUS THROWERo \ 

SOVIET TEAM MANAGER KONSTANTINS KSBPlN ORDERED HIS TEAM OUT OF WHITE 
CITY STADIUM AFTER' THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE, REFUSED TO INTERVENE IN 
THE COURT. CASE AGAINST 27*YEAR*”OLD MMEo NINOTONOMAREVAo 

SHE HAS ARRESTED WEDNESWYHSIOr CH^rW STEALlNG’FlVE HATS WORTH 
$4o$5 FROM A LONDON BARGAIN BASEMENTo . 

SHE HAS BOOKED AT A POLICE STATION AND RELEASED IN CUSTODY OF SOVIET 
CONSUL GENERAL ALEXANDER STARTSEVo HE PROMISED TO PRODUCE HER IN COURTS 
YESTERDAY. BUT NEITHER HE NOR SHE SHOWED Po . V 

THE CASE OOICKLY MUSHROOMED OUT OF ALL PROPORTIONS INTO.A MINOR 1 
INTERNATIONAL INCIDENTo SCOTUND YARD SENT OUT A “WANTED 0 ALARM FOR J 
THE FINERY-LOVING RUSSIAN WOMAN ATHLETE AND POLICE.WITH GUARD DOGS 
PATROLLED THE AREA AROUND THE SOVIET EMBASSY WHERE SHE IS BELIEVED TO 
HAVE TAKEN REFUGEo . 

SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICIALS CONFERRED THIS MORNING WITH FOREIGN OFFICE 
OFFICIALS IN AN ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN DIPLOMATIC INTERVENTION IN MRSo 
PONOMAREVA'S GASEo THIS MOVE APPARENTLY FAILED* AND THE SOVIET TEAM 
WITHDRAWAL FROM THE SCHEDULED WEEKEND TRACK AND’ FIELD MEET FOLLOWEDo 
8/3I-H3E907A 










